Co-existence of primary biliary cirrhosis and primary sclerosing cholangitis: a rare overlap syndrome put in perspective.
Overlap syndromes between autoimmune hepatitis and both primary biliary cirrhosis and primary sclerosing cholangitis are well described, but overlap between primary biliary cirrhosis and primary sclerosing cholangitis is not recognized. We present two cases of an unusual autoimmune liver disease, both of which included an overlap between primary biliary cirrhosis and primary sclerosing cholangitis, while one had features of all three conditions. The diagnoses were based on clinical, biochemical, serological, histological and cholangiographic findings. The two cases were identified from a consecutive cohort of 261 patients with autoimmune liver disease followed prospectively in secondary care over a 20-year period, which gives perspective to this uncommon overlap syndrome.